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496 Book Notices. 

Refranes y Cantares Geograficos de Espafia. A Lecture by 
Gabriel Maria Vergara. (Real Sociedad geografica, Madrid, 1906. 
Vol. XLVII.) 

This most interesting lecture has one defect. It is too short! After perusing 
it we feel an appetite for more. No country in the world is so rich in popular 
proverbs and folk-songs as Spain. The meridional character of its people and 
the great diversity in their origin, coupled, in former times, with local segrega- 
tion, may be one of the reasons for it. The lecturer, who pronounced this very 
interesting discourse before the Royal Geographical Society at Madrid in March, 
1906, has only grazed the enormous field open to investigation and enjoyment 
in Spanish folk-literature, though the knowledge of it has hardly reached beyond 
the domain of the Spanish language. In its own country, however, it has not 
been neglected by students, and its importance as a storehouse of popular know- 
ledge in numerous branches, was recognized as early as 1834 by Don Fermin 
Cavallero. The number of works illustrating such topics is not small, neither 
have the results derived from the study of proverbs and songs been inconsiderable. 
The author justly says of them: The proverbs and songs are abbreviated forms 
(formulas) of popular science, ...... (they) constitute the true popular Ency- 
clopedia in which all branches of knowledge are represented ..." These char- 
acterizations are fully justified by the examples given. 

Senor Vergara begins with such sayings as embody criticisms of one or more 
localities by the inhabitants of another. If these (he remarks) were all to be 
believed, "there would not be, in Spain, a single district whose inhabitants are 
not ingrates, replete with vanity, silly, vindictive, bad friends, venal, thieves; in 
short, who would not have one or more qualities compelling them to be shunned 
like the very demons." To such exaggerations of a negative character he op- 
poses numerous specimens of praise and encomium bestowed in popular song on 
places and their inhabitants. Costume and customs are alluded to frequently, 
and the local colour imparted is of special interest. Finally, there is the vast field 
of geographic information of the most varied kind, which the author illustrates 
forcibly. But that field is so vast that time and space have failed him and we 
aie left to consult other sources for more on the subject so attractively presented 
by Senor Vergara. He fortunately gives the titles of the principal works on 
"Refranes" (Proverbs) and "Cantares" (Songs), of which the one by Don Carlos 
Puente y Ubeda, the first volume of which treats of Climatology as represented in 
popular lore (Madrid, 1896), is the most recent thorough specimen. Its publica- 
tion has relieved Senor Vergara from the task of including in his lecture that par- 
ticular side of Spanish songs and proverbs. The "Refranero Meteorol6gico de la 
Peninsula Iberica" by Puente y Ubeda is almost unique. A. F. B. 

The Mohammedan World of To-day. Edited by S. M. Zwemer, 

E. M. Wherry, and James L. Barton. New York, London, etc., 

F. H. Revell Co., 1906. Pp. 295. 

The reader who hopes to find in this book a full treatment of the Moham- 
medan world as it exists to-day will be disappointed. He will, however, find 
many geographic facts of high value, much in regard to the relation of Moham- 
medanism to Christian missions, and a few broad generalizations, together with 
excellent statistics. The book consists of a series of nineteen papers presented by 
their authors at the First Missionary Conference on behalf of the Mohammedan 
World, held at Cairo in April, 1906. Each of the countries where followers of 



